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BEST TO WORST STORIES (in overall enjoyability – SF content not evaluated)

(good)

Blood Music

Approaching Perimelasma

Ender’s Game

The Death of Doctor Island

Burning Chrome

Split Light

Beneath the Stars of Winter

A Walk in the Sun

Mr. Boy

The Ship Who Sang

Golden Age of SF is 12

Bears Discover Fire

Boobs

A Braver Thing

Rorvik’s War

Elemental

Across the Darkness

Impact Parameter

Souls

Into the Blue Abyss

Sur

(tolerable and/or unmemorable)

The Sun Spider

True Names

What We Really Do Here at NASA

Critics

Devil You Don’t Know

Landis’ Afterword

The Eye of the World excerpt

SF and ‘Literature’—or, the Conscience of the King

Ouroboros

Towards an Aesthetic of Science Fiction

The Mountain to Mohammed

Paradise Charted

To Bring in Fine Things

Spider Silk

(bad)

Overdrawn at the Memory Bank

Snow

Masque of the Red Shift

Identifying the Object

Dark Lady

SF & Spherical Cow

Jamboree

One Down, One to Go

Paperjack

Getting Real

Wall, Stone, Craft

Them Old Hyannis Blues

UNREAD

The Girl Who Was Plugged In

Redemption in the Quantum Realm

Ecopoiesis

Outsider’s Chance

Winter Fire

Forever Yours, Anna

What Do You Mean…Human?

Intro to England Swings SF

Doing Lennon

A Tupolev Too Far

The Singular Habits of Wasps

TOP 10 “NOT SF” STORIES, ACCORDING TO YOURS TRULY

1. Snow

2. Dark Lady

3. Sur

4. Getting Real

5. A Braver Thing

6. One Down, One to Go

7. Souls

8. Bears Discover Fire

9. Split Light

10. The Mountain To Mohammed

A NOTE TO MILTON

Here’s a revelation that I hope you’ll take with a grain of salt: When I first signed up for this course I both hoped and expected that it would be taught by Peter Telep, the professor of the only other SF course I have taken here at this university. Why? Because a final class with him would’ve closed the loop of my education (as his was the very first college course I ever took, and this class will be the last). In retrospect I’m happy to report that, from the first day of this course until now, I have never once wished for him in your place.

I was impressed with your experience as an individual, not just as a teacher. Learning that you had hacked your boss and been told to kill people were shocks, though neither really undermined my perception of you. If anything, I’m amazed at how resilient your personality is, as you are still open to new ideas even at your current age (which I don’t know), and your experiences (especially the bad ones) have not turned you bitter. I can feel I’m already on my way to becoming a bitter old man, so I can appreciate the vibes you’ve given off.

Truly I could not have asked for a better intermediary between the SF world (which seems oddly foreign to me at times) and my own limited experience in the field. Though I had read little more than Chrichton novels and Star Wars series books (and of course, watched a lot of SF movies) I dared to call myself a SF fan. I feel more than twice as versed in the language of SF today. Even the stories that I bitched about for not being SF have broadened my horizons and opened my mind as to what might be considered SF (at least by some), and I couldn’t have asked for a better range of SF stories.

Though if I were you I would beg and plead to get Philip K. Dick on any future reading list. I’m not really a fan of is, because I haven’t read any of his books or stories and I think Blade Runner is boring—based on his volume of work, I would assume that he was influential.

In regard to my performance in the class… I hope I was not a disappointing student. I do enjoy debate very much, though I was often reserved and said nothing. Partly because I would feel rude in interjecting, especially when good speakers like Emery Huang are ready to give an opinion that’s just as good. I’m also painfully aware of how brutally opinionated I am, and so I usually keep my opinions to myself, unless I’m asked about them. I don’t feel I had many peers in that class—They displayed values that were mindlessly conservative or typical, or weren’t nearly as reverent to the subject matter as I was, or were too easily caught up in the off-topic hot issues (like sexuality or government), or enjoyed the stories I hated. What I really wanted to talk about was not usually what anyone else wanted to talk about. Furthermore the conversations did not always reflect the story or stories we had read the night before, and that always threw me off—sometimes I had something specific to contribute but never got the chance. But such is the case, if you prefer to let topics drift—and that choice is valid and can lead to interesting things—but in the end, I still wanted to discuss the story more than anything.

I regret that I was not able to read every story. I won’t make excuses. I’m just sorry that my list suffers because it is missing pieces. In a utopia I would like to catch up on these missing stories over the weekend, though honestly it’s simply too late for that now. I hear that The Girl Who Was Plugged In got better after the first 5 pages (I quit reading before then).

As I mentioned I’m currently working on a Fantasy/Religious Fiction epic. As of right now all I have is an outline in my head and a few chapters (the first of which having been reworked into its 3rd edition), and an assload of ideas. I’m hesitant to give you a sample of it at this stage in its birth because I’m so intent on giving a good impression, but if you ask me I’ll let you see it. More than anything I just want to keep you as a contact—for feedback, mostly, but also because if it passes your mark of approval, I’ll know it’s on its way to being published. Oh, and you’re just a cool guy.

I’ll be in the Orlando area for at least a few years, unless something in my life demands that I move (i.e., my story, my art, or my fiancée). I’ll probably see you around.
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